Articles of Confederation
Congress drew up a blueprint for a national government

States were drawing up their own constitutions
Difficult task

States unwilling to turn power over to National Government

Congress drafted constitution in 1777 (Articles of Confederation)

Would not go into effect until all states ratified it.

By 1781 all states did ratify it.

Delay because of land disputes and power worries between the big and small states

Land Charters – states drafted land charters that overlapped 


Called sea to sea

6 states did have western claims

They said the west should become public land 


Belongs to national government

Most states ratified Articles


Maryland didn’t want all land between Appalachian Mtns 
and Mississippi River to be public lands.

Virginia had huge land claims

Lands including the states of Kentucky, West Virginia, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan

The did not want to give up this large land tract

Maryland (small state) worried that Virginia would be too powerful if they kept the western lands.

1781 states agreed to give up the land tracts

Maryland finally ratified the Articles

First constitution of the U. S., John Dickinson Called it a Firm league of Friendship.

Loose alliance of states rather than a firm central government

Some feared a strong central government because of the British Parliament.

Purposefully created a weak national government

Articles made Continental Congress the National Law making body 


Each state would have one vote.

Powers:


Declare war, raise an army and navy, make treaties, borrow money, establish a postal system, conduct business with Native Americans.
Impressive sounding but no TEETH

No authority over individual citizens

Little control over state governments

Could make laws but did not make any provisions to carry out laws

No provision for a court system

If states disagreed no place to resolve their differences

Every state could send delegates to congress, but each state whatever it’s size had only one vote

Larger states did not like it because it was unfair to them

Hold power for war and peace meant little 

No money to finance a war or ability to collect taxes to raise money.

Did not require states to send money to Congress

Could not collect money to pay for activities of National Government

States sent very little money to Congress and they could not be forced to do so.

Washington called the Confederate Congress “a shadow without substance”

Congress could do little in the interests of the states.

Kept talking about a national authority – it id not really exist

