Assessment—R A F T

Role



Colonist
Audience


Family member in England
Format



Letter
Topic



Effect of geography has on your life in new land-New England area
Strong Verbs (if desired)

Introduction

Tell what items you will be talking about in the body of the letter

Body of letter


Problems found with land


How you are dealing with them


How you are surviving

Conclusion


Wrap up what you have discussed 


Are you happy living in new land or do you want to go back to England?

Example

Dear Mother,

Life here in New England is difficult, but probably not any more difficult than if I had stayed at home in England.  The land is challenging for farming, but at least we own our own land!  We are able to raise enough crops to at least feed our family without the children having to go away to help support themselves and us.

One of the problems is the rocky soil.  Clearing space to farm is a real burden.  But as the minister tells us, hard work is good for the soul.  Rain is plentiful, and although it is cold and cuts through to the bone, we pray to God daily thanking him for the moisture.  While Nathaniel and I work the farm each day, Benjamin and Adam go out on fishing crews.  Their fishing supplements the family income as well as putting meat on our plates every day.

Lumber is plentiful and is useful for building farm outbuildings as well as expanding our home as our family grows.

Even though the soil is not as good as what we had in England we are starting to find other ways to make a living out here. We’re glad we came to the New World, but we miss you terribly.  Tell Father and rest of the family how much I love and miss them.

Love,

[image: image1.emf]
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Choose: (10 Pts) 
A Division, State, & did 
you research your area? 



Choose division, state & 
did research about land  



Choose division, state & 
Minimal research of 
land done. 



Choose division, state & 
no research of land done 



Intro: (10 pts) 
Did you explain what you 
were going to talk about in 
the letter home? 



Introduced what they 
were going to talk about 
in the letter (Division, 
state, geography of land, 
and 3 points to discuss 
in body of letter 



Introduction stated 
Division & state, some 
geography of land & 1-2 
points discussed. 



Introduction 
Minimal done on 
Division, state, 
geographical land. 0-1 
points introduced 



Body: (10 pts) 
Did you discuss the three 
points in separate 
paragraphs? 



Discussed all 3 points & 
explain points in detail. 



Discussed 2 – 3 points 
but explanation was not 
in detail. 



Discussed 1-2 point but 
no or little explanation 
or detail 



Conclusion: (10 pts) 
Did you explain why you 
want to stay or why you 
want to return? 



Wrap up by letter 
restating problem, who it 
was solved, and how 
you survived. Then 
conclude if you will stay 
or go back. 



Stated two of the three 
items and stated if you 
would stay or go back. 



Stated one reason but 
did not  state if you 
would stay or go. 



Rubric  











