Social Classes
Aristocracy:

They were wealthy landowners who owned slaves, most were educated in England, and had the best homes, furnishings, and clothing. They dominated High Government offices.

Gentry:

They made their money by not working with their hands, came from good families, most were educated, and had good taste in clothing, and furnishings, and were large landowners. Many served in the House fo Commons or were local Justices of the Peace.
Middling Sort:

They were civil servants, tradesmen, retailers, lesser doctors, and barristers, small farmers, and a few were educated. They lived comfortably but not well and did not hold public office.

Lower Sort:

They were day laborers, tenant farmers, small time trades people, sailors/military (not officers), and indentured servants. They had no political rights and could be forced to work in mines, serve in the army or navy or be jailed for being out of work at any time.

Slaves:

They could be found in every colony along the eastern coastline, did grueling work in the tobacco fields of the South, and worked by doing everything, from sewing to shipbuilding. They had no political rights and could be sold at any time.
